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No. I. 

LETTER from Sir Thomas Fremantle to the Ecclesiastical Commissioners. 

Dublin Castle, 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 26 November 1845. 

I AM directed by his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant to call the attention of 
the Ecclesiastical Commissioners for Ireland to the correspondence which passed 
between his Excellency and that Board at the close of the year 1844, relative 
to the appropriation to the general purposes of the Commission of the monies 
derived from the sale of perpetuities under the Church Temporalities Act. 

In his letter dated the 5th September 1844, his Excellency, on the part of 
Her Majesty’s Government, expressed his regret to find that the whole of the 
income arising from this source of revenue had been spent, and no portion what- 
ever retained as capital yielding an annual income ; and after observing that all 
claims on account of arrears of vestry cess had been satisfied, and that a large 
expenditure had been incurred in putting the parish churches into good repair, 
his Excellency proceeded to state “ the Government conceive that the same 
necessity cannot now exist as heretofore, which would justify the Commissioners 
in drawing further upon the capital of the Perpetuity Purchase Fund, and they 
cannot but think that the interests of the Established Church in Ireland would 
not only be best served, but require that the monies arising from this source 
should, for the future, be invested in Government Securities, and the expen- 
diture solely confined to interest-money accruing therefrom.” 

In the reply to this communication, his Excellency was informed that after 
giving to this opinion of Her Majesty’s Government, thus distinctly conveyed 
to them, the most attentive consideration, the Commissioners were constrained 
to commVinicate to his Excellency that “they cannot, consistently with their 
duty as Commissioners, pledge themselves to abstain altogether from drawing 
upon tliat fund; and they feel that they would be contributing to mislead your 
Excellency and the Government in the case, if they did not distinctly state that 
they not only find themselves obliged to resort to this fund to aid in providing 
for the most pressing wants of the Church in the current year, but that they 
anticipate a recurrence of the same necessity (though, as they have said, with a 
diminution of the sum required) for some years to come.” 
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And the Commissioners proceeded to state that in order to meet the demands 
upon them for the ensuing year, the Commissioners had felt it absolutely 
necessary to draw upon the Perpetuity Purchase Fund to the extent of 
4,328h 19j. Zd. 

His Excellency having given his best attention to the observations made by 
the Commissioners in support of their views on this important subject, stated to 
the Commissioners in his letter of the 7th June 1845, that their communications 
had not been found in all points satisfactory ; and his Excellency called for fur- 
ther returns and explanations on various items of the expenditure of tire Board, 
which have been furnished. 

I am now directed to inform you that, having these documents before him, 
his Excellency can see no reason for altering the opinion which he communi- 
cated to the Commissioners in his first letter, and his Excellency would strongly 
urge upon the Commissioners, in framing the estimate of their income and 
expenditure for the current year, to restrict their engagements within the limits 
of their permanent income, and to direct that henceforth all monies arising from 
the sale of perpetuities be invested in Government securities, the interest thereof 
alone being applied to the expenses of their Board. 

His Excellency is unwilling to refer to the debate w’hich took place in the 
House of Commons on this subject in the month of July last, in which the 
proceedings of the Commissioners were freely canvassed, and he would abstain 
from urging again on the Board the strong opinion entertained and expressed 
by Her Majesty’s Ministers. 

For his Excellency feels, and he trusts that the Commissioners will feel also, 
that considerations of graver moment, viz., the permanent interests of the 
Established Church in Ireland, are deeply involved in this question, and that it 
must eventually prove disastrous to the future welfare of the Establishment to 
expend for temporary purposes the property of the Church. 

His Excellency would observe, that however pressing the demands of the 
present hour may appear to be, it is necessary to yield to them no further than 
your legitimate resources will admit, and that it is the duty of public bodies, as 
of private individuals, to keep their expenditure within their income, and to 
abstain from disposing of the capital or the property entrusted to their ma- 
nagement. 

The adoption of the regulation which his Excellency now recommends may, 
in the first instance, occasion some partial inconvenience, but by management and 
economy that inconvenience may be limited to a small extent; but, be the 
difficulty what it may, his Excellency is satisfied that it ought not to be allowed 
to weigh in the balance against the importance of enforcing a great principle by 
which the property of the Established Church in Ireland may be secured and 
rendered available for the' support of pure religion in future times. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) T. F. Fr^anile. 



No. 2. 

LETTER from the Ecclesiastical Commissioners to Sir Thomas Fr^antle. 

Ecclesiastical Commission, 

24, Upper Merrion-street, Dublin, 
Sir, December 16, 1845. 

The Ecclesiastical Commissioners for Ireland have taken into their mature 
and serious consideration your letter of the 26th ultimo, at a tneeting held on 
the 13 th instant, at which w^re 

Present : 
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Present : 



The Lord Primate. 

The Archbishop of Dublin. 
The Bishop of Meath. 

The Bishop of Kildare. 



The Bishop of Ossory. 
Sir Henry Meredyth! 
Mr. Erck. 

Mr. Qtiiu. 



And they desire to acquaint you for the information of the Lord Lieutenant 
thfest?r-,“rf^ Commissioners had prepared 

enclose. The Commissioners, it will be perceived, do not propose to make use 

fncSred "ard «^l>endtare about to be 

^ / 20,584/. 4 s. 8</. having accrued from the redemption 

of mortgages and sales of perpetuities, the Commissioners have resolved upon 

WoT bI.N r Board‘d™ 

or,,! f 8 .• balance remaining due will be reduced to 50,000 /. 

win he of interest payable to that Board 

will be effected. In regard to that portion of your letter in which yon inform 

d ree? rtT“'? n* Excellency woufd strongly urge upoii them “to 
fn^eSerf fn from ‘he sale df perpetuities be 

lyested in Government securities, the interest alone being applied to the 
expenses of the Board, ’ the Commissioners beg to state, that they do not feel 
at liberty to pledge themselves to adopt and to adhere uudeviatingly to such 
a rule, in^much as the elfect of it might be to disable them from meeting 

providiag for the strictly legitimatl 
wants of the EstalDlished Church, and it might thus prevent their fiilfillmg the 
responsible duties imposed upon them by the Act of Parliament which constituted 
their Board His Excellency may rest assured, that as it was with great 
reluctance they felt themselves constrained by the imperative necessities of the 
Church to draw upon the Perpetuity Fund on former occasions, they have no 
intention of resorting to that hind in future, unless the urgency oi the case 
snould be so great, that to refuse to appropriate a portion of 'the capital of 
the property to meet it would be to inflict a permanent and grievous iniury 
upon the Church. The Commissioners are of opinion, that were they volun- 
tarily to pl^e themselves under an obligation, the effect of which, as they have 
reason to think, might he to entail a lasting injury on the Church, they would 
be violating the duty which is incumbent on them as members of the Board, 
and would be defeating the purpose for which the Legislature had established it! 

_ The Commissioners fully agree with his Excellency, that “ the permanent 
interests of the Established Church in Ireland are deeply involved in this 
question, and that it must eventually prove disastrous to the future welfare of 
^le Establishment to expend for temporary purposes the property of the Church.” 
But the Commissioners beg leave most respectfiilly to state that it was not for 
“ temporaiy purposes ” that they have had recourse to the Perpetuity Fund, 
but to secure “ its permanent interests ” and “ future welfare interests which 
would have been irretrievably injured had the Commissioners postponed an 
outlay of money until their annual income had grown to a sufficient amount to 
enable them to meet stich an expenditure. In determining whether the cases 
which came before them were of a mere temporary nature, or affected the per- 
manent interests of the Established Church, the Commissioners have con- 
scientiously exercised the best of their judgment and discretion, guided therein by 
the fullest and most accurate information which it was in their power to obtain, 
and they already, in their letter of the 7th December 1844, expressed their con- 
viction, that^ were his Excellency in possession of the detailed information 
which was laid before the Board, he would be satisfied that no other course 
remained for them but to apply the capital of the Church property to meet 
those urgent demands of the Church. 

The Commissioners do fully admit “ that it is the duty of public bodies, as of 
private individuals, to keep their expenditure within their income, and to abstain 
from disposing of tlie capital of the property entrusted to their management.” 
But the Commissioners would at the same time observe that no private indi- 
vidual, acting pmdently, would hesitate to expend a portion of his capital, ifhis 
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doing so were requisite for securing tlie permanent interests of his estate and the 
future welfare of those dependent upon him ; and it is not to be lost sight of, 
that the stated income of the Commissioners has been steadily increasing, not 
diminishing, and must continue to increase, while they have had recourse to 
their capital only to make up a temporary deficiency in the annual revenues 
derived from other sources. The propriety of the course pursued by the Commis- 
sioners depends upon the fact, that the welfare of the Church in future times, as 
well as at present, demanded the outlay of the funds entrusted to the Board. In 
dealing with the interests of a Christian Church, higher considerations must be 
kept in view than the mere amount of money which can be set forth as standing 
to its credit in the balance-sheet of the Commissioners’ accounts, and much 
greater responsibilities are involved in the management of its property than in 
•that of any private individual, or any other description of public body. The care- 
fully accumulated capital of such may be safely regarded as capable of securing 
in after days the enjoyment of advantages which have been foregone during the 
period of its accumulation ; but if by neglecting to supply adequately the means 
of religious womhip for the members of a Christian Church, they are led to 
desert its communion, and join the ranks of its opponents, no outlay of money 
upon its ministrations in subsequent times maybe able to recover to the Church 
the families who have been estranged from it through the effects of an untimely 
parsimony, which refused to provide in due season for their religious wants. As 
a proof that this is no imaginary evil to which the Commissioners allude, they 
would refer you to the communication which they had the honour to address to 
his Excellency on the 12 th of February last. In it some specimens are given 
of the want of church accommodation in Ireland, and among them you will 
find an instance where the parishioners “could endure it no longer, and were 
determined to avail themselves of two dissenting meeting-houses near the church 
and another instance where, if the necessary enlargement were not made, “ many 
of the congregation would be lost to the Church.” In eslimating what are the 
“ permanent interests of the Established Church,” and what will effect “ its 
future welfare,” the Commissioners cannot put out of sight the foregoing consi- 
derations ; and it would afford them little consolation to find that they had indeed 
guarded the property of the Church, if by their mode of doing it the Commis- 
sioners were to expose themselves to the reproach of having lost to the commu- 
nion of the Church the mem])ers of it for whose benefit that property was origi- 
nally given, and is now vested in the hands of their Board. 

The difficult and anxious task committed to the Commissioners by the I^egis- 
lature is in some respects a painful one also ; because it is impossible for them, 
through the inadequacy of the means placed at their disposal, and the heavy debt 
with which they are burdened, to effect fully the objects specified in the Act. In 
many cases the Commissioners have before them only the choice of evils ; but 
they endeavour to meet the difficulties of their situation according to the best of 
their ability. 

If they were, in any point, to take a step contrary to their own deliberate 
opinion, they would incur censure, not merely for an error of judgment, but for 
a dereliction of duty ; and his Excellency cannot doubt that, over and above 
the special anxiety they feel to do their duty as Commissioners, they feel also, 
as members (and several of them ministers) of the Established Church, as much 
anxiety as any one can feel for its permanent welfare and security. 

(signed) John G. Armagh, 

Chairman, 
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